Devices Conference in Colorado. As more novel photorefractive materials are developed and their applications in various areas of applied optics become more common, it is imperative thatreaders ofOpticalEngineering get a chance to grasp some of the fundamental concepts, as well as acquaint themselves with existing and proposed applications.
The special section on photorefractive nonlinear optics in this issue is a sample ofongoing work in the field, and is by no means exhaustive. The 1 1 papers in this special section have contributions from some of the most prominent researchers in the area. 
